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Opening Day, Blessing of the Hounds, October 2007 

 

 

 
OLD CHATHAM HUNT  

FOOT BEAGLING  

The beaglers have enjoyed a fine fall of hunting, 

thanks to the amazing support of landowners and 

the many hosts and hostesses who provide 

sumptuous delights at our well-attended teas.  

Indeed, it has been an exciting season with 

several new venues, including the Peduzziôs, 

Kinderhook Farm and the Romeoôs in Nassau. 

 

This year we welcomed the ñVò litter to the 

pack.  Venerable, Velvet, Violet, Vandal and 

Virgil all made their hunting debut this fall.  

Virgi l and Vandal even made an appearance at 

the National Fall Trials when they joined the 

pack for the eight couple. 

 

And speaking of the Nationals, Old Chatham 

enjoyed splendid results at the Fall Trials in Aldi, 

Virginia.  Our hounds worked tirelessly to push 

out game and, once found, pursued as a tight-knit 

team.  We received two third places, one first 

place, a reserve champion and a champion.  For 

the first time in several decades, we also received 

the silver cup for most points scored in overall 

competition. 

 

To add more sugar to the recipe, Jim and Nora 

Tuttle were honored with the Morgan Wing, Jr. 

Award for outstanding contributions and 

exceptional support of their hunt.  This award is 

given annually by the Morgan Wing, Jr. 

Committee and traditionally honors the ñunsung 

hero.ò  Indeed, Nora and Jim are worthy of such 

accolades.  And for the third time, Cody 

Anderson received the Whipper-in of the Year 

Award for his excellent work in competition.  
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Old Chatham is truly blessed to have such 

dedicated and talented members. 

 

 
A swim and a drink after a hard chase at the Forerôs 

 

As we look ahead to the winter months, we 

refocus on the basics, including long walks and 

puppy training.  We have once again been asked 

to join a plethora of packs in Pennsylvania for 

the annual ñBeaglemaniaò festivities.  From 

January 18 through 20 we are hosted by the 

Warrington Foot Beagles for three days of 

hunting and dining.  It is then off to the Spring 

Trials in Raphine, Virginia for serious 

competition in the foothills of the Shenandoah.  

There is much to look forward to as we approach 

2008! ïJessica Anderson 

 ñBEAGLEMANIAò 

As the colder, shorter days arrive, foot beaglers 

find it more difficult to squeeze in a good hunt.  

Indeed, steep snow bans and slippery slopes 

thwart even the most diehard of canines and their 

followers.  So, when the going gets tough, the 

tough get out of town! 

 For the second year in a row, Old Chatham 

beaglers will head south to Dillsburg, 

Pennsylvania, where slightly milder weather 

conditions prevail, over the Martin Luther King 

holiday to partake in the rollicking hunt festival 

known as ñBeaglemaniaò.  

 

Organized by Joan Barrett, huntsman of the 

Warrington Foot Beagles, ñBeaglemaniaò has 

become a splendid mid-winter tradition.  With 

approximately eight packs attending, hounds and 

humans converge for three full days of joint 

meets. This, of course, includes three full days of 

teas, dinners and assorted entertainment at a 

variety of venues. Old Chatham attendees are 

often guests of Ms. Barrett or find cozy 

accommodations at the nearby German-themed 

bed and breakfast.   

For Old Chatham members looking for a little 

mid-January entertainment, it is certainly worth 

the trip to visit our Pennsylvania neighbors.  

Please contact Jessica Anderson for more 

information if you are interested in attending.     

ï Jessica Anderson 

 

75
TH

 ANNUAL HUNT BALL  

It is a pleasure to see members of the Old 

Chatham Hunt (OCH) turned out in taffeta and 

tuxes once a year at the Hunt Ball.  This year was 

no exception as Hunt Ball Committee co-

chairpersons Tracy Tress and Marian Guerriero 

worked hard to make this a memorable event. Joe 

Williamson and Dale Saylor assembled the 

seasonal table centerpieces and designed the 

decor, while Mimi Forerôs poster-sized 

photographs of the Columbia County countryside 

adorned draped windows.    
 

Marilyn Lebowitz, silent auction coordinator, 

displayed a wide array of donated items from 

club members and local businesses.  Once again 

this year, Mimi Forer offered photographs for 

sale of beaglers, foxhunters and trap shooters that 

she took during the season. All of the money 

realized from the sale of Mimiôs photographs 

benefits OCH.  We are truly grateful to Mimi for 

documenting our events so beautifully and for 

her generosity to the club.    
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The Hunt Ball is an opportunity to dress up and 

dance, and it is also the time each year when club 

members are formally recognized for their 

volunteer efforts and for their expertise in the 

field.   
 

After Hunt Club President Rima Bostick 

welcomed members and friends to the 75
th
 

annual event, the Masters of the Foxhounds, Jim 

Buckley, Pam Cohen and Glenn Epstein, showed 

the eBay commercial filmed last summer. They 

reported that approximately $32,000 after 

expenses was earned for the club from that 

endeavor. The masters then awarded colors to 

Alex Leventhal and Steve Solomon. The Tally-

Ho Award, given for enthusiasm for the sport of 

foxhunting, went to Ed Williams, and Linda 

Romeo earned the Volunteer Award for 

providing excellent food and entertainment 

during foxhunting events. 
 

The Masters of the Beagles, Bob Allen, Jessica 

Anderson and Jack Kingsley then took their turn 

to bestow the colors on Augusta Field, Cheryl 

Gilbert and Erika Johnson for their interest in the 

field and support of the club.  Jessica reported on 

the many OCH successes at this yearôs national 

beagling competition in Aldi, Virginia.  Our club 

earned many awards, including the National Cup, 

won for the highest points earned overall during 

the competition; the Charles Rice Award went to 

Cody Anderson for the most outstanding 

whipper-in, and the Morgan Wing Award was 

bestowed on Jim and Nora Tuttle for their 

leadership and volunteer work with the OCH.   
 

At the conclusion of the awards, the band, 

Caprice, struck up tunes that had Pony Club 

members on the dance floor for the rest of the 

evening. The Hunt Ball is truly a family event, 

and it is wonderful to see the growing number of 

children and teenagers attend each year.  
 

Many people worked tirelessly during the weeks 

preceding the Hunt Ball to make it the success it 

was. The event, including silent auction and 

photograph sales, realized a profit for OCH of 

approximately $26,000.  

Special recognition is given to Hunt Ball 

Committee Co-Chairpersons Tracy Tress and 

Marian Guerriero; Liaison to the Board for the  

Hunt Ball Bob Worsfold; Silent Auction 

Coordinator Marilyn Lebowitz; Hunt Ball 

committee members: Karen Blass, Sylvia Britt, 

Jane Friend, Mark Giandomenico, Mary Beth 

Jocham-Hursa, Dale Saylor, Eileen Wallace, 

Joseph Williamson, and Tina Worsfold; and to 

the volunteers who set up, worked during and 

cleaned up after the event.  Thanks also go to 

club treasurer Bill Better for instituting an on-site 

method of paying for auction items and to 

Bonnie Vandenburgh, new OCH Administrative 

Assistant, for her efficiency and organizational 

skills before, during and after the event. 
 

Mark your calendars for the 2008 Hunt Ball, 

which will return to Woolfertôs Roost on 

November 15! ï Ann Shaw-Better 

 

SILENT AUCTION LOOSE ENDS  

Anyone who has not yet paid for items they 

bought at the Hunt Ball Silent Auction is urged 

to do so as soon as possible. 

There are also two auction items still unclaimed: 

a black leather handbag (item number 11, 

opening bid $50, $200 value) and a case of 

Italian wines (item number 14, opening bid $100, 

$200 value). 

 If you have the bid sheet for either of these 

items, or think you have the winning bid, please 

contact Bonnie Vandenburgh at 

bonnie8864@berk.com or by phone at  

518-758-1511. 

 

TRAP SHOOTING, FA LL 2007 

Forty-two OCH members and 15 guests enjoyed 

trap shooting this fall. A total of 767 rounds were 

shot in 2007, which is the most in recent memory 
 

Ten women were involved in the shooting this 

season. Even the newest of female beginners 

showed the potential to become an accomplished 

shooter with a few more rounds of practice. We 

mailto:bonnie8864@berk.com


Old Chatham Hunt Club                                                                            Cry of the Hound 
Volume 2        Welcome to the December 2007 Issue of the Cry of the Hound                     Number 2  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

December 2007                                                        4 of 8                        www.theoldchathamhuntclub.com      

also had three young shooters, Tyler Suchoski, 

Collin Anderson, and Alex Romeo.  Alex shot 

for a second year and earned an average that was  

less than half a bird below his fatherôs!   We 

hope all will return for spring shooting in April.   

 

 
The Entire Trapshooting Group 
 

Nick Biggs had the highest overall average with 

21.59 broken targets per round. Bob Allen,  

 

 
Ted Tuttle  and Collin Anderson 
 

  
 Ted Tuttle  and Tyler Suchoski 
 

 

 

Kevin Albert, and Bob Lull followed closely 

behind. In fact, the four top shooters were 

separated by less than four-tenths of a bird.   

 

Seven other shooters had an average of 20 or 

better. Bob Allen and Dick Cartwright each fired 

a perfect round this fall. 
 

 
 Cody Anderson and Dick Cartwright 
 
 

On Thanksgiving we held our traditional ñfun 

shootò with prizes for high gun. Nick Biggs won 

the turkey with a score of 24, and Ken Blass won 

the ñShootinô Sherryò as runner up with a score 

of 23.   

 

 
     Nick Biggs and Ted Tuttle  

 

Ted Tuttle won two boxes of shells for high 

handicap in a one bird shoot-off with Cody  

Anderson.  A box of shells was also awarded to 

the runner-up. The juniors participated as well,  
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and Tyler Suchoski won the junior high handicap 

with Collin Anderson a very close runner-up. 

 

 
Ken Blass, Ted Tuttle and Dick Cartwright 

 

In the ñwipe-your-eyeò competition, the team of 

Ken Blass and Dick Cartwright won two pies. 

They shot 25 straight in a competition that 

included 10 teams of two shooters each.  Three 

teams tied for second place: Tony and Alex 

Romeo, Cody and Collin Anderson and Nick 

Biggs and Steve Noxon.  

 

A lovely cocktail party for all shooters, hosted by 

Linda, Tony and Alex Romeo, topped off the fall 

trap season.  A special thanks to them for their 

generosity and warmth. 
 

Our spring season begins the first nice Sunday in 

April and continues until the Sunday after 

Memorial Day.  Shooting runs from 10:00 am to 

noon. Trap shooting is open to all OCH 

members, and guests are welcome. If youôve 

never shot before, just call Ted Tuttle (758-6031)  

to arrange for orientation and a learn-to-shoot 

session. You donôt even need a shotgun, as 

several members have extra guns theyôre willing  

to loan to beginners.  OCH ammunition is 

available at the trap field. 
 

Children are also welcome, but should be 

accompanied by a parent and be at least 12 years  

 

 

of age, since they need the physical strength to 

hold and sight a shotgun.  

 

Mimi Forer has taken some great pictures of trap 

shooting and the assembled participants. Copies 

may be ordered from Mimi, who has donated her 

time and supplies so that all proceeds go to the 

OCH.  
 

We look forward to seeing more members 

shooting in the spring! ï Ted Tuttle 

 

 

 

 
Masters of the Foxhounds Glenn Epstein, Pam Cohen, 

Jim Buckley 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MASTERS OF 

THE FOXHOUNDS  
We had high hopes for a longer season this year, 

but no such luck.  After our final formal hunt, we 

did manage one hunt on foot, which was great 

fun.  The hounds worked very hard; the 

huntsman and foot followers got lots of exercise 

and enjoyed watching the hounds close at hand. 
 

At some point in the near future, we will have a 

foxhunting meeting to recap the 2007 season and 

begin planning for 2008.  Life at the kennels 

goes on.  Patti explains below. 

 

 


